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LUBE CREW WORKS SAFEST
225,000 Man Hours Without Lost Time Accident

SIX YEARS WITHOUT ACCIDENT — Lubrica­
tion Dept, at Burgess receives citation for acci­
dent-free record unmatched by any other depart­
ment at Brown Company. Front row', left to richt, 
Romeo Laroche. Ed Chodoski. Patrick J. Reilly. 
Gerry Laperle. Harold Blakney. George TardifT,

Bill Hooper and Jack Rodgerson. Back row, Hfenry 
Hachez. Romeo Desilets. Reynold Cavagnaro. Phil 
Arsenault. Joseph Roy. Arthur Bouchard and Ro­
land BHsnger. Missing when photo taken was Al­
bert Sylvain of Lubricating Dept.

S ix  and  o n e -h a lf yea rs w ith o u t 
a lo s t- t im e  a cc iden t! M o re  th a n  
2,463 days! T h a t is the  re co rd  be ­
in g  racked  up  b y  the  L u b r ic a t ­
ing  D e p a rtm e n t w h ic h  serv ices 
a l l  m o v in g  m a c h in e ry  a t th e  
S u lp h ite  and K r a f t  M ills ,  th e ir  
s a te llite  b leacheries, and  the  
W ood H a n d lin g  D e p a rtm e n t.

I t  w as J u ly  7, 1955 w hen  the 
L u b r ic a t in g  D e p a rtm e n t had its  
la s t acc iden t w h ic h  re su lte d  in  
an  em p loyee  los ing  t im e  fro m  
w o rk .

A n d  th a t one. a c c o rd in g  to  
G e rry  L a p e rle , head o f th e  de ­
p a rtm e n t, was a d o u b tfu l case 
in v o lv in g  a re c u rr in g  back a i l ­
m e n t w h ic h  m ay o r m a y  n o t have  
been a c tu a lly  due to  an acc iden t 
on the  job . T he  m an in v o lv e d  is 
■ till a c t iv e ly  em p lo ye d  in  the  d e ­
p a rtm e n t.

T h e  L u b r ic a t in g  D e p a rtm e n t 
has a sta n d a rd  c re w  o f n in e  
men, and w o rk s  th re e  s h ifts  a 
day and seven days a w eek. 
O thers are in v o lv e d , o f course, 
since h o lid a y  and  va ca tio n  re ­
p lacem ents are a lw a ys  needed.

T w o  aw a rd s  have  been p re ­
sented to the  D e p a rtm e n t. T he  
f irs t i ,  a L ib e r ty  M u tu a l 
ance C om pany a w a rd  to  G e rry , 
as head o f  the  D e p a rtm e n t, fo r  
ou ts tand ing  su p e rv is io n .

T h e  second is a B ro w n  C o m ­
pany C e r t if .c a te  o f A p p re c ia tio n , 
presented by the  S a fe ty  D iv is io n , 
w h ich  goes to  th e  e n tire  D e p a r t­
m ent and a ll its  personne l. T h is  
is fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  ach ie ve m e n t 
in a cc iden t p re v e n tio n , fo r  h a v ­
ing w o rk e d  o v e r 225.000 m an  
hours w ith o u t a los t t im e  a cc i- 
ie n t

I f  each s m a ll d e p a rtm e n t w i t h ­
in each m i l l  co u ld  c*o w h a t the  
L u b r ic a tin g  D e p a rtm e n t has 
done, B ro w n  C o m p a n y w o u ld  
rank  a t the  v e ry  to p  o f a l l  
m an u fa c tu re rs  w i th  its  sa fe ty  
record.

H e re  are the  nam es o f  the  m en 
who deserve the  c re d it:  H e n ry  
Hachez. R o land  B e la n g e r, R e y ­
nold C avagnaro . P h il ip  A rs e ­
nau lt. Joseph R oy, A r th u r  B c u -  
rha rd , A lb e r t  S y lv a in . R om eo 
Desilets and Rom eo L a roche . N o t 
to o m it G e rry  L a p e r le , o f course.

ONCO SAFETY AWARD — For outstanding achievement, the One© 
Plant and its 35 men and women employees received a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the Safety Division cn April 4th. Onco has a top 
safety record, and the award was given the plant for having gone 
through the entire year of 1961 without a single lost time accident. 
Left to right. W. Loring Given. Labor Relations Dept.. Russell Mar­
quis. Onco plant manager. Safety Supervisor Jack Rodgersou and 
Angus Morrison of the Labor Relations Dept. Said Russ Marquis. 
“This award really belongs to a lot of people here, especially Bob 
Valley, office manager, supervisors Archie Gagne, Wilfred John. Al­
fred Arsenault and Albert Conlrmbe and Ed Babin, who is in charge 
ot handling all heavy materials.”

Mister Clean Ratings
P L A N T P O S IT IO N SCORE

IN  M A R C H IN  F E B R U A R Y
Onco 1 1 83.1
B e r lin  M il ls  Ry. 2 3 83.0
P ow er 8c Steam 3 2 82.6
Research 4 4 82.0
S u lp h ite 5 6 81.6
K r a f l 6 5 81.2
C hem ica l 8c F loe 7 10 81.2
R ive rs ide 8 8 81.2
W ood H a n d lin g 9 9 81.0
Cascade 10 11 81.0
B e rm ico 11 7 80.6

(M a in tenance  G roups)
B e rm ico 1 4 82.4
U pper P lan ts 2 1 82.0
Cascade 3 5 81.6
R ive rs ide 4 2 81.4
Burgess 8c K ra f t 5 3 81.0

LAST DAY AT TOWEL ROOM — Joseph Trento 
to surrounded by nearly all employees, both men 
and women, on his 8-4 shift on Friday. March Mth. 
|Ost before hto retirement. Towel Room foreman

8am Patohenss (front row. left) gives Joe hto ser­
vice pin and gift from the grow. He has worked

i,.«.ny ever 48 years, was first hired ia 
lt it .  and has always been at Cascade

Pete Lepage Retires

WILFRED J. LEPAGE

“ I f  I  have  t im e  fe r  i t .  1 hope 
to  get in  some f is h in g  to o .”

T h a t w as W ilf re d  J. “ P v te ’ ’ 
Lepage's an sw e r w h e n  asked how  
he was g o in g  to  spend h is t im e  
d u r in g  re t ire m e n t.

Pete has w o rk e d  a ll h is  b fc  
and he has no in te n tio n  o f s to p ­
p in g  n e w . H is  re t ire m e n t becam e 
e ffe c tiv e  M a rc h  31st. and as h * 
says. “ I  have  a lo t o f  th in g s  in  
m in d , b u t be ing  id le  is n ’t one ot 
th e m .”

I t  was 1912 w h e n  Pete, then  
a boy o f  16 and a n a tiv e  son c f  
B e r lin ,  s ta rte d  w o rk in g  a t the  
new  B ro w n  C o m p a n y s a w m ill,  
b u i l t  to  rep lace  the  one w h ic h  
had ju s t  b u rn e d .

F ro m  th e  s a w m ill,  P ete w e n t 
to  the  Cascade M i l l  fo r  seve ra l 
years, th e n  he q u it  to  w o rk  in  a 
lo ca l g ro c e ry  s to re .

In  1918 Pete jo in e d  th e  U n ite d  
S tates A rm y  and fo u n d  h im s e lf 
in d u c te d  a t F t. S locum , N ew  
Y c rk ,  a f te r  w h ic h  he w as as­
s igned to  J a c k s o n v ille , F lo r id a  
fo r  spec ia l t ra in in g  and  d u ty  
w i th  the  Q u a r te rm a s te r  C orps. 
E ig h te e n  m o n th s  o f  overseas se r­
v ice  in  F ra n ce  fo llo w e d .

W hen h is  te rm  o f m i l i ta r y  
d u ty  w as ove r. P e te  re tu rn e d  to  
B e r l in  and  B ro w n  C o m p a n y. H o 
w e n t s tra ig h t to  th e  Cascade 
M i l l  w h e re  he f i r s t  w o rk e d  in  
m a in te n a n ce , th e n  in  th e  b c ile r  
house, and  f in a l ly  becam e in v o lv ­
ed in  in s tru m e n ta tio n  w o rk . D u r ­
ing  th is  p e rio d . P ete w as also 
c ra c k in g  th e  bcoks a f te r  w o rk in g  
hours, s tu d y in g  e n g in e e rin g  by  
correspondence  course.

T he  s tu d y in g  p a id  o f f  th e n , as 
i t  does n o w , and  Pete w as asked 
by M r. C o rb in  to  go in to  th e  
Cascade E n g in e e r in g  D e p a rtm e n t. 
He was o n ly  supposed to  be h e lp ­
ing  o u t fo r  a few ’ w eeks, b u t 
ended up  s ta y in g  th e re  8 years, 
and  th e n  he w as tra n s fe r re d  to  
the  C e n tra l E n g in e e r in g  D e p a r t-  
n -ent in  1930, and hase been 
th e re  e v e r since.

Pete 's p a r t ic u la r  ty p e  o f w o rk  
has been p ro je c t e n g in e e r on p a ­
pe r m ach in e  m o d if ic a tio n s , re ­
b u ild in g  and  in s ta lla t io n . S ta r t ­
ing  A p r i l  1st. i t  w i l l  be s to rm  
w in d o w s , screens and the  g a r ­
den.

Veteran Burgess Painter 
Puts Away Brushes

PAINTER RETIRES — George W. Adams, with 49*4 yean of con­
tinuous service, all of it at the Burgess Mill, retired April 1st. His 
mates presented him with a purse of money on retirement. Front 
row. left to right. Plant Engineer Ed Chodoski. Gerry Laperle. 
Painting and Lubrication Foreman. Mr. Adams. Manager of Main­
tenance Harold J. Blakney and Maintenance Engineer George Tar­
difT. Back row. Al?c Ouellette. Joseph Cantin and Harry MacArthur

G eorge  W . A dam s, 49 yea rs  
a B ro w n  C o m p a n y  em ployee, and 
in  a d d it io n  a v e te ra n  o f  b o th  the  
M e x ic a n  b o rd e r  f ig h t in g  and 
m ost m a jo r  engagem ents o f  the  
A m e ric a n  E x p e d it io n a ry  Force  
in  E u rope  d u r in g  W o rld  W a r I, 
re t ire d  a t the  end  o f  M a rch .

M r. A dam s, w h o  liv e s  a t 214 
B r id g e  S tre e t in  B e r lin ,  w as b o rn  
in  P o rt la n d , M a in e , and cam e to  
B e r l in  w h e n  he w as o n ly  4 years 
o ld , in  1900. H e a tte n d e d  B e r l in  
schools, th e n  in  1912 becam e an 
o ff ic e  boy  in  th e  B urgess M i l l  
S h o r t ly  a fte rw a rd s , he becam e a 
p a in te r, a tra d e  w h ic h  he was to  
fo llo w  fo r  m ost o f  h is  w o rk in g  
career.

In  1916 M r. A d a m s served  w ith  
th e  A rm y  on  th e  M e x ic a n  b o r ­

de r. and d u r in g  1917-1918. he w as 
a m e m b e r o f the  Y a n ke e  D iv is io n  
in  F ra n ce  and G e rm a n y .

A f te r  r e tu rn in g  to  th e  C o m ­
p a n y  in  1919, M r  A d a m s  becam e 
a d ig e s te r cook fo r  som e 11 
years. H e w as la id  o f f  fo r  a w h ile  
a fte r  th e  d ig e s te r e xp lo s io n  at 
Burgess in  1930, due  to  la c k  o f 
w o rk , and re tu rn e d  as a p a in te r, 
w h e re  he has re m a in e d  eve r 
since.

M r. A d a m s is m a rr ie d  to  th e  
fo rm e r  F lo r id a  C u r r ie r  (O le so n ) 
and has tw o  sons. G eorge. J r ., 
em p lo ye d  a t R ive rs id e , and G o r ­
don, em p lo ye d  b y  G ra n ite  S ta te  
R u b b e r C om pany. H is  s te p -c h il­
d re n  a re  E d w a rd  (C h ic k )  O le ­
son. p r in c ip a l o f  B e r lin  J u n io r  
H ig h  School and  D o ro th y  (M rs . 
R ic h a rd ) R oberge

THE SAFETY SCOREBOARD
PLANT POSITION AS OF DAYS SINCE

MAE. 31 FEB.28 LAST ACCIDENT'
Onco P lan t 1 1 482
B e rlin  M il ls  Ry. 2 2 479
M isc. Depts. 3 4 72
P ow er 8c Steam 4 5 3
Cascade M aintenance 5 6 101
C onstruc tion 6 8 13
Berm ico O pe ra ting 7 11 32
K ra f t  M il l 8 7 12
Cascade O pera ting 9 10 4
Burgess M aintenance 10 12 45
Burgess O pera ting 11 9 12
Upper P lan ts  M a in t. 12 13 102
W ood H a n d lin g 13 3 23
R ivers ide  M il l 14 14 37
C hem ica l 8c Floe 15 15 3
B erm ico  M ain tenance 16 16 68
* S tand ing  is based on freq uency ra ta  o f accidanta (num ber 

o f accidanta par m il l io n  m an hours w o rkad ) com putad fo r  
tha  1962 fisca l yaar.

ONE SPARK -  *3 ,500 ,000

::::

The St. Regis fire described 
below is a good example of what 
might have happened at Brown 
Company on several occasions in 
the past two years.

On September 12, 1960, fire 
started in the jumbo roll storage 
area behind the Towel Room— 
believed due to lightning.

On August 6, 1961 and again 
on September 28, 1961. In almost 
the exact same location, fires

again started in the Jumbo roll 
storage area behind the Towel 
Room — and not from natural 
causes.

In each case extensive prop­
erty damage occurred. That the 
fires did not spread and engulf 
the entire Cascade Mill may be 
a tribute to sprinkler systems 
and Company and City fire 
fighting crews . . . .  BUT . . . .  
presumably St. Regis also had

sprinkler systems and trained 
firemer.

Brown Company has had 22 
claims under its fire insurance 
coverage sin**e August 1959, re­
sulting from either property 
damage or business interruption, 
or both. Twelve happened at 
Cascade, two at Bermico, two at 
Burgess, one at Floe, and five at 
miscellaneous other locations.

It Can Happen Here!
Eight thousand tons of k ra ft pa­

per (in jumbo rolls) and a huge ware­
house 120’ wide and 420’ long, three 
stories high, were destroyed by fire  at 
the Pensacola, Florida plant of St. Re­
gis Paper Company on Friday, March 
9th, causing damage estimated at 
$3,500,000.

The fire  was believed caused by 
sparks from the welding torch of a 
maintenance employee, working on 
routine work on a crane inside the 
warehouse.

Only a strong northwest wind 
which blew flames away from the con­
necting paper bag plant, and a fire ­
wall which split in 3 places from the 
intense heat, prevented the fire  from 
spreading and doing greater damage.

Fire companies from Pensacola 
and nine adjoining communities were 
assisted by trucks and fire  fighting 
crews from four nearby Navy and A ir 
Force bases in fighting the blaze, 
which started at 4:15 p.m. just after 
an estimated 1,000 employees had left 
the plant. The fire  was considered un­
der control about an hour and one- 
half after it  started, but continued to 
burn all Friday night despite the ef­
forts of hundreds of firemen to extin­
guish it.

Three employees were injured by 
the fire, one critically. Two paper ma­

chines were shut down by the fire  and 
no estimate could be given at the time 
as to its effect on employment, al- 
thoueh it  was not considered probable 
since the bag plant and other paper 
machine equipment had not been dam­
aged.

*  *  *  *

Further details on the Pensacola 
St. Regis fire reveal that three mainte­
nance men were working in the paper 
w^rehou®" when the fire  started. Two 
were welding near the roof, above the 
stored jumbo rolls, removing and re­
placing sections of track for the over­
head cranes used there. A fire watch 
was stationed on the floor. He had an 
extinguisher, and two fire hoses, on 
hand.

One welder died from burns, two 
others were less seriously burned in 
making their escape from the build­
ing

The sprinkler system, which 
started to operate as the fire  spread, 
became useless when a section of the 
building collapsed, breaking the water 
line.

The fire, which started on Friday, 
March 9th, was not completely extin­
guished until more than a week later.

Cascade Electrical Crew Loses Good Man
F re d  G agne, a re s id e n t o f 

Cascade fo r  40 yea rs , and  B ro w n  
C o m p a n y  em p lo ye e  fo r  44 years 
and 9 m o n th s , re t ire s  e ffe c tiv e  
A p r i l  30th.

F re d  has w o rk e d  a t Cascade 
d u r in g  h is  e n t ire  w o rk in g  ca ree r, 
fo r  n e a r ly  30 yea rs a t the  o ld  
S u lp h ite  M i l l  w’he re  he  w’as an 
ac id  m a k e r, and  fo r  the  past 15 
yea rs in  the  e le c tr ic a l c re w . He 
w as b o m  In  C o n n e c tic u t in  1897, 
an d  cam e to  B e r l in  w h e n  o n ly  2 
yea rs o ld , a tte n d in g  B e r l in  
schools b e fo re  s ta r t in g  to  w o rk  
fo r  the  C om pany. He is m a rr ie d  
to  th e  fo rm e r  M a ry  O u e lle tte , 
o f B e r lin .

F re d  was p resen ted  w ith  a 
check fro m  h is  fe llo w  e le c t r i­
c ians b y  E le c tr ic a l F o re m a n  
H e rb  D w y e r, a n o th e r one fro m  
m a in te n a n ce  em ployees b y  Joe 
D a le y , and  se rv ice  p in  and  
G o ld e n  A ge  C lu b  m e m b e rsh ip  
b y  Cascade P la n t E n g in e e r 
W ilf r e d  B e rtra n d .

“ I ’m just going to flsh and go 
camping,” says Fred. “Mary will 
be going with me too.”

CASCADE ELECTRICIAN RETIRES — Fred Gagne. 44 yean an 
employee at Cascade, is shown above with mates in the Electrical 
Department aa he prepared for retirement. Front row. Harold Blak­
ney. Manager of Maintenance. Electrical Foreman Herbie Dwyer, Mr. 
Gagne and Plant Engineer Wilfred Bertrand. Also in picture are 
Arthnr McGuire. Emile Labraache, Joe Daley. John Smith. Art bar 
Wentworth. Albert Lennon. Boh Jastard. Harold McKelvey, Psal 
Aubin, Bill Kcough, Ray Corbett and Mark Rix.


